Response from Dr Ahmed Hassam to questions posed to him by COEJ leadership.

How do you see the development of the working relationship of the WF with the Regional Organisations in terms of protocol and funding?

In keeping with the letter and spirit of the World Federation Constitution, I fully support the concept of the Regional Federations, as they are better placed to identify and meet the needs of our Communities in the region. I do not believe in the mentality that the “World Federation knows what is best”.

To that end, I look forward fostering even closer ties with Regional Federations. Primarily, I envisage this will be achieved by regular formal consultation with Regional Leaders, who have been elected to represent their members’ interests.  I also strongly believe in enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of the World Federation by working through Regional Structures, especially if this avoids any duplication of work.

An important current issue amongst European Jamaats is the conflicting opinions on whether they would be better placed represented by CoEJ or the World Federation. It is essential for CoEJ, as the Regional Federation, to take the lead in building a consensus. However if elected, I am prepared to commit the resources of the World Federation to enable and to facilitate reaching that consensus.

Regarding the issue of funding, I am pleased to note that CoEJ has identified at least £50,000 annually to take it to the next level of organisational development.  Together we need to explore how this can be met via the World Federation and through the membership of CoEJ. This will enable us to put the necessary infrastructure so that, in the long run, our Community is ably served by COEJ.  

How do you envisage redressing the anomaly that exists as regards the membership within WF i.e some being Regional organisations and some being Jamaats?

As you are aware, the Constitutional Review Committee has put forward proposals rectifying some of these anomalies.  It is now upon members to decide how they want to take things forward.  I am keen that the Conference deliberates upon this and decides what constitutional changes the WF should make.  I will be supporting the implementation of any direction the Conference votes on.

 

What and how, do you intend to make CoEJ rightfully take its position, as a member of WF, and at the same time convince those Jamaats, still unsure, to alleviate their concerns?

 

As I stated earlier, there are some jamaats who want to be part of the WF and others who want the Regional Federation to represent them. It is essential there is consensus within CoEJ members on this issue for at the end of the day, unity is important.  However, as I said earlier, I am prepared, if elected, to broker that consensus within 6 months in office. This may require us to identify the reasons why some jamaats don’t want CoEJ to represent them at the WF and then come up with solutions to alleviate their concerns.

What time frame do you intend this to happen?

 

As I stated above, I give myself 6 months, working with you, to come up with a solution on this.
